
Columbiana County Commissioners, 

Dan Bing and Penny Traina recently 

toured Columbiana County MR/DD    

facilities including the workshops in  

Calcutta and Lisbon. 

Afterwards Commissioner Traina com-

mented, “The enthusiasm on the faces of 

the employees and those peoples lives 

that are affected by the programs that 

CCBMRDD offer really warmed my 

heart”. 

Commissioner Bing has long been in-

volved with helping people with develop-

mental disabilities.  Bing still has pas-

sion when he speaks about CCBMRDD.  

“I am so thankful for the positive influ-

ences and opportunities provided by the 

Columbiana County Board of Mental Re-

tardation and Developmental Dis-

abilities.  They have given meaning 

to people with disabilities lives 

through their efforts working as a 

team.  Columbiana County is able to 

successfully provide opportunities 

for our special needs population and 

help them to live independent lives.” 
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Summer Picnic at EDI-Central 
There are events and times of the 

year that we all look forward to en-

joying!  A time when we step back, 

and just enjoy family, friends and 

our work associations. 

A summer picnic was held at 

EDI-Central on Friday, June 

15.  The workshop clients 

along with family, friends, 

staff and co-workers and even 

board members enjoying hot 

dogs, sausage, spaghetti and 

meatballs, baked beans, 

creamed chicken, cotton 

candy, popcorn and more.  

Morale was more abundant 

than the amount of food pro-

vided for lunch.   

We would like to submit a special Thank 

You to retired employee, Lena Gibson for 

the donation to provide this very special 

luncheon. 

See more pictures on Page 2. 
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Commissioners Bing and Traina took time 

out of their busy schedule to meet employ-

ees and clients of CCBMRDD 

Columbiana County Commissioners 
Tour MR/DD Facilities 

EDI-Central Activities  

July 4   
Workshop Closed                 

  July 6  
Pay Day & Dance                       

July 10  
Subway Day                         

   July 17                               
Mark’s Landing Boating & Luncheon 

July 19                                    
Richard’s Golf Course Luncheon 

July 20                                       
Pay Day & Magic Show               

July 25                                         
Mark’s Landing Boating & Luncheon 

JULY ACTIVITIES 

Have a Safe and Happy 
July 4th 

Columbiana County     
Commissioners Tour     
MR/DD Facilities 
 

Summer Picnic at 
EDI-Central 
 

CCBMRDD Rib 
Smoke-Off & Auction 
 

Good News Wanted 
 

July Activities for the 
Adult/Senior Center 
 

Devon’s Viewpoint 
 

We Will Miss Them - 
Theresa Rongo and 
Gloria Jean Freet 
 

CCBMRDD Hosts 
Provider Training 
 

CCBMRDD Announces 
Tom Andrix as a  
Board Member 
 

CCBMRDD Focus 

Inside this Issue: 

1 
 
 
 

1 & 2 
 
 

2 
 
 

2 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 

3 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 



Summer Picnic Photos at EDI-Central 
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Volunteers Emily Devon and Chelsea 

Cochran take a moment to pose for a pic-

ture before resuming their work at the 

EDI-Central Picnic. 

Good news and human-interest stories are always great to read about to be able to spread the word concern-

ing CCBMRDD.  If you know of a success story or human-interest account about a client, employee, student 

or teacher, please let us know about it. 
 

You may see your article in “The Reporter”, our newsletter at CCBMRDD.  Submit your story and please in-

clude your name, e-mail address and phone number to stevek@spii.net or mail it to CCBMRDD, 7675 State 

Route 45, Lisbon, OH 44432, to the attention of Steve Kline. 
 

Thanks and look for the CCBMRDD “SUCCESS STORY” featured in “The Reporter”. 

Come one, Come all . . . and tell your friends!!!! 
 

CCBMRDD will have some fun on August 18th with a Rib 

Smoke-Off and Auction.  We will have Rib restaurant’s 

battle it out for the title of best ribs in and around Colum-

biana County.  Committed to attend are Mark’s Landing 

and Norm’s BBQ.  We hope to have ten to fifteen vendors.  

Along with mouth-watering ribs, we hope to have french 

fries, corn on the cob, plus others.  The auction will have 

various objects up for bid, including a registered Tennes-

see walker, an autographed football from Lou Holtz and 

Ohio State head coach Jim Tressel, plus more sports memo-

rabilia and autographed items.  We will also have auto-

graphed country music stars parapher-

nalia!  Plus we will have musical enter-

tainment.  We will have more details 

coming soon, but keep August 18th open 

for FUN at Csonka’s Country Night 

Spot on State Route 45 in Lisbon.   
 

Make sure you come hungry. 

CCBMRDD Rib Smoke-Off & Auction 

GOOD NEWS WANTED 

Habilitation 

JULY ACTIVITIES FOR THE ADULT/SENIOR CENTER 

July 2  
Grill out for the 4th                

July 3                                   
Outdoor relaxation & Reading 

July 4                                 
Happy 4th                              
July 5                                    

Relaxation with a Movie          
July 9                               

Feather Painting                      
July 10                                  

Sensory Stimulation  
w/Lotion/Massage                                  

July 11                          
Rhythm Band                          

July 12                                  
Sunshine Plates                       

July 13                                  
Relaxation w/Popsicles &  

Reading Outside                                  
July 16                                  

Shaving Cream Fun                   
July 17                               

Sticker Fun                                    

July 18                                
Outdoor relaxation w/Reading 

July 19                                    
Paper Snow Cones                 

July 20                                 
Water Splash                        

July 23                              
Game Day - Explore Activity 

Closets                                 
July 24                      

Toothbrush Painting             
(Not on your Teeth)             

July 25      
Bubbles Outside                    

July 26                                
Popcorn Tree Craft               

July 27                                
Watermelon Treat                

July 30                                
Outdoor Relaxation              

July 31                                 
Table Ball 

Senior 

July 2                                  
Grill out for the 4th                     

July 3                                         
Karaoke and Dance Party              

July 4                                       
Happy 4th                                     
July 5                                          

Relaxation with a Movie                
July 6                                          

Outdoor Reading                          
July 9                                     

Feather Painting                           
July 10                                       

Outdoor Water Battle w/Squirt Guns                                      
July 11                          

Rhythm Band                               
July 12                                        
Bingo                                           
July 13                                       

Relaxation w/Popsicles &  
Reading Outside                                  

July 16                                        
Shaving Cream Fun                       

July 17                                    
Sticker Fun                                                   

July 18                                
Outdoor relaxation w/Reading 

July 19                                    
20 Questions                       

July 20                                      
PJ Party                               
July 23                              

Game Day - Explore Activity 
Closets                                 
July 24                      

Toothbrush Painting             
(Not on your Teeth)             

July 25      
Bubbles Outside                    

July 26                                
Popcorn Tree Craft               

July 27                                
Outdoor Relaxation w/Reading/

Afternoon Break                 
July 30                                

Plan a Picnic - Cut out Picnic 
Foods from Magazine &    
Decorate Bulletin Board              

July 31                                 
Indoor Table Ball/Kick Ball 



Just completing my first year as Su-

perintendent with the County Board.  

We settled all three union contracts 

within the first 45 days.  In May we 

passed a continuing replacement levy 

and we have started bi-monthly Pro-

vider  Meetings. 

I believe that embracing the commu-

nity, the providers, Special Olympics 

and families that we will create a bet-

ter standard of living for all the cli-

ents that we serve.  We are not just 

the County Board, we are a team of 

highly skilled professionals and inter-

ested citizens to see that clients re-

ceive the best services we can afford.  

We can make great things happen in 

Columbiana County if we become a 

TEAM.  I have preached this message 

to all stakeholders in this county.  We 

are laying the foundation to be a lead 

county within the State of Ohio.  I be-

lieve we can do it better. 

Last year I worked with the Service & 

Support Staff, getting them more 

training and assistance with all the 

changes the State has issued.  Within 

the next 60 days we should have a 

state of the art computer software 

program that will increase efficiency 

across the SSA and provider informa-

tion network.  Better Communication 

is the key to our success. 

Remember, when good people work 

together, GREAT things happen!  

Let’s work together to make great 

things happen for people with         

disabilities in Columbiana County. 

Submitted by . . .                              

Bill Devon, Superintendent 

Training for Providers on ISP’s was held at the admini-

stration offices at CCBMRDD.  Providers from Columbiana 

County gathered to hear Jerylyn George from N.E.O.N. 

explain changes that were made statewide. 
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Devon’s Viewpoint 

We will Miss them!We will Miss them!We will Miss them!We will Miss them!    
We endure more loss in our family at Columbiana County MR/DD. 

 

Gloria & Theresa  

went home to be with 

the Lord! 

Theresa Rongo passed away recently at the 

Essex II of Salem.  Theresa had worked at 

the sheltered workshop in Lisbon and more 

recently attended the Adult-Senior Center.  

Survivors include her mother of Salem and 

a brother in Washington. 

Gloria Jean Freet of Salem lost her battle 

with cancer and passed away at the Salem 

Community Hospital.  Gloria was a member 

of EDI-Central and attended the Sheltered 

Workshop in Lisbon.  Gloria is survived by 

four sisters, five brothers and Herman and 

Debbie Gray with whom she made her home. 

CCBMRDD Hosts Provider Training 
The providers in attendance were from CCBMRDD, Thresh-

old, A.B.M., Better Living Now, Sunrise Homes, REM Ohio, 

Turning Point, Sacred Arms and other private providers.  

Lunch was served.  Superintendent Bill Devon presided. 

CCBMRDD Announces Tom Andrix as a Board Member 

We would like to extend a warm welcome Mr. Tom Andrix 

to the Board of MR/DD.  Mr. Andrix is employed by Grae-

Con Construction as a civil engineer.  Grae-Con is an indus-

trial and commercial contractor working in the Tri-State 

area.  Mr. Andrix started working with Special Olympics in 

1992, supporting his son Brian.  Brian is heavily involved in 

Special Olympics competing in Power Lifting, Bowling, 

Track plus other events. 
 

When asked about his position at the board, Mr. Andrix 

commented, “I am in the learning stage right now.  I am  

observing and learning how things get done.  I am familiar 

with EDI-South and I have been to EDI-Central several 

times, but I would like to visit Central again along with 

Robert Bycroft School and the Adult-Senior Center.” 
 

Mr. Andrix’s short-term goal on the board will be         

Teamwork.  “We need to pull together and work for a     

common goal, the client.” 
 

His hopes and long-term goals will be to “co-ordinate to 

make clients the number one priority”. 
 

Best wishes and good luck to Mr. Tom Andrix, the newest 

member of our CCBMRDD family. 



CCBMRDD FOCUS 

COLUMBIANA COUNTY BOARD OF MENTAL RETARDATION  
AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
JULY 2007 

COLUMBIANA COUNTY BOARD OF MENTAL RETARDATION  AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

CCBMRDD 
7675 SR 45 
Lisbon, OH 44432 
 
Phone:  1-330-424-7788 
Fax: 1-330-420-9561 
Please e-mail suggestions and comments to Stevek@spii.net 

We’re on the Web! 

www.columbianamrdd.com 

   

Mission Statement of C.C.B.M.R.D.D:  

Collaborating with the community to maintain a predictable support system for families, caregivers, and 

individuals with disabilities to help them pursue and achieve what is important to them. 

Board Members             
Thomas Snow–President                    Richard Rainone-Vice President                    Dave Markovich 

Kathy Birch                                        Jane Wilson                                                  Ruth Marhefka 

                                                           Thomas Andrix 

Superintendent 
Bill Devon 

WWWWhether you’re setting goals for your special child, hether you’re setting goals for your special child, hether you’re setting goals for your special child, hether you’re setting goals for your special child, 

your family or yourself, thinking small and shortyour family or yourself, thinking small and shortyour family or yourself, thinking small and shortyour family or yourself, thinking small and short----term term term term 

can help you find bigcan help you find bigcan help you find bigcan help you find big, long, long, long, long----lasting success.lasting success.lasting success.lasting success.    
    

Difficulty:  EasyEasyEasyEasy    
    

Time Required:  One day at a timeOne day at a timeOne day at a timeOne day at a time    
    

Here’s How:Here’s How:Here’s How:Here’s How:    
    

Work from where you are, not from where you 

want to be.  Don’t set a goal for your child that’s Don’t set a goal for your child that’s Don’t set a goal for your child that’s Don’t set a goal for your child that’s 

ououououttttside of his developmental ability.  And don’t set side of his developmental ability.  And don’t set side of his developmental ability.  And don’t set side of his developmental ability.  And don’t set 

a goal for yourself or your family that you know a goal for yourself or your family that you know a goal for yourself or your family that you know a goal for yourself or your family that you know 

you don’t have the time, ability or resources to ayou don’t have the time, ability or resources to ayou don’t have the time, ability or resources to ayou don’t have the time, ability or resources to at-t-t-t-

tain.  These things don’t magically resolve thetain.  These things don’t magically resolve thetain.  These things don’t magically resolve thetain.  These things don’t magically resolve them-m-m-m-

selves just because you’ve set a goal.selves just because you’ve set a goal.selves just because you’ve set a goal.selves just because you’ve set a goal.    

Choose a single area to focus on.  You only have so You only have so You only have so You only have so 

much energy, patience and concentratimuch energy, patience and concentratimuch energy, patience and concentratimuch energy, patience and concentration, so spend on, so spend on, so spend on, so spend 

it all in one place.  You’ll have a much greater it all in one place.  You’ll have a much greater it all in one place.  You’ll have a much greater it all in one place.  You’ll have a much greater 

chance of success than if you spread yourself too chance of success than if you spread yourself too chance of success than if you spread yourself too chance of success than if you spread yourself too 

thin.thin.thin.thin.    

Pick the thing that’s easiest, not necessarily the 

most important.  Simple is smart, not silly.  The Simple is smart, not silly.  The Simple is smart, not silly.  The Simple is smart, not silly.  The 

goal you set should be the one you orgoal you set should be the one you orgoal you set should be the one you orgoal you set should be the one you or your child has  your child has  your child has  your child has 

the most chance of attaining, not the one you most the most chance of attaining, not the one you most the most chance of attaining, not the one you most the most chance of attaining, not the one you most 

dream of achieving.dream of achieving.dream of achieving.dream of achieving.    

Break your goal into smaller steps.  And And And And then then then then 

smaller ones.  And then smaller still.  Instead of smaller ones.  And then smaller still.  Instead of smaller ones.  And then smaller still.  Instead of smaller ones.  And then smaller still.  Instead of 

mamamamakkkking the overall task your first goal, set your ing the overall task your first goal, set your ing the overall task your first goal, set your ing the overall task your first goal, set your 

first goal at completing one step.first goal at completing one step.first goal at completing one step.first goal at completing one step.    

Set short deadlines.  You or your child’s inteYou or your child’s inteYou or your child’s inteYou or your child’s interest in rest in rest in rest in 

goals that take months to measure can fade fast.  goals that take months to measure can fade fast.  goals that take months to measure can fade fast.  goals that take months to measure can fade fast.  

Think of what you can do in a week, set that as a Think of what you can do in a week, set that as a Think of what you can do in a week, set that as a Think of what you can do in a week, set that as a 

goal, and enjoy meetgoal, and enjoy meetgoal, and enjoy meetgoal, and enjoy meeting a deadline for a change.ing a deadline for a change.ing a deadline for a change.ing a deadline for a change. 
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Allow for failure. Things happen.  Plans get scrambled.   Things happen.  Plans get scrambled.   Things happen.  Plans get scrambled.   Things happen.  Plans get scrambled.  

Will gets weak.  Backsliding is inevitable.  When setting Will gets weak.  Backsliding is inevitable.  When setting Will gets weak.  Backsliding is inevitable.  When setting Will gets weak.  Backsliding is inevitable.  When setting 

your deadlinyour deadlinyour deadlinyour deadline, leave a little wiggle room for the little e, leave a little wiggle room for the little e, leave a little wiggle room for the little e, leave a little wiggle room for the little 

surprises life brings.surprises life brings.surprises life brings.surprises life brings.    

Make a list.  And check it daily.  Breaking even your   And check it daily.  Breaking even your   And check it daily.  Breaking even your   And check it daily.  Breaking even your 

small small small small oneoneoneone----step goals into daily bits that you can check step goals into daily bits that you can check step goals into daily bits that you can check step goals into daily bits that you can check 

off will give you a feeling of accomplishment.  If your off will give you a feeling of accomplishment.  If your off will give you a feeling of accomplishment.  If your off will give you a feeling of accomplishment.  If your 

child is involved. Poschild is involved. Poschild is involved. Poschild is involved. Post the checklist where he or she can t the checklist where he or she can t the checklist where he or she can t the checklist where he or she can 

see it and do the checking off.see it and do the checking off.see it and do the checking off.see it and do the checking off.    

Be specific.  Instead of writing “work on goal” on your   Instead of writing “work on goal” on your   Instead of writing “work on goal” on your   Instead of writing “work on goal” on your 

list, write one small exact thing you will accomplish.  list, write one small exact thing you will accomplish.  list, write one small exact thing you will accomplish.  list, write one small exact thing you will accomplish.  

That doesn’t mean you can’t do more That doesn’t mean you can’t do more That doesn’t mean you can’t do more That doesn’t mean you can’t do more ----    ---- but it does mean  but it does mean  but it does mean  but it does mean 

you’ll get a fyou’ll get a fyou’ll get a fyou’ll get a feeling of success every day.eeling of success every day.eeling of success every day.eeling of success every day.    

Give rewards.  Success deserves recognition.  Kids often   Success deserves recognition.  Kids often   Success deserves recognition.  Kids often   Success deserves recognition.  Kids often 

respond to very small rewards for goals garespond to very small rewards for goals garespond to very small rewards for goals garespond to very small rewards for goals gained ined ined ined ----    ---- a  a  a  a 

sticker, pennies, points on a chart.  Adults respond well sticker, pennies, points on a chart.  Adults respond well sticker, pennies, points on a chart.  Adults respond well sticker, pennies, points on a chart.  Adults respond well 

to them, too to them, too to them, too to them, too ----    ---- a few minutes of alone time, a sweet  a few minutes of alone time, a sweet  a few minutes of alone time, a sweet  a few minutes of alone time, a sweet 

snack, a day off from goalsnack, a day off from goalsnack, a day off from goalsnack, a day off from goal----getting.  Don’t wait for a big getting.  Don’t wait for a big getting.  Don’t wait for a big getting.  Don’t wait for a big 

success and a big reward.  Celebrate every good day.success and a big reward.  Celebrate every good day.success and a big reward.  Celebrate every good day.success and a big reward.  Celebrate every good day.    

Move on to the next.  The great thing about small goals The great thing about small goals The great thing about small goals The great thing about small goals 

is that there is a constant experience of success that is that there is a constant experience of success that is that there is a constant experience of success that is that there is a constant experience of success that 

then makes the next goal easier tthen makes the next goal easier tthen makes the next goal easier tthen makes the next goal easier to attain.  Take things o attain.  Take things o attain.  Take things o attain.  Take things 

one tiny step at a time, and you’ll be amazed at how far one tiny step at a time, and you’ll be amazed at how far one tiny step at a time, and you’ll be amazed at how far one tiny step at a time, and you’ll be amazed at how far 

you can go.you can go.you can go.you can go.    
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